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THE HEALTH ORGANISATION OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Since its organisation the League of Eed Cross Societies
has worked in close harmony with the League of Nations.
Obviously, however, even an organisation of the scope of the
League of Eed Cross Societies cannot deal with those ques-
tions of health requiring united governmental action, and in
the early part of 1919 it was realised that for this purpose
it would be necessary to establish an International Health
organisation within the League of Nations. Accordingly, in
view of Articles 23 (f), 24, and 25 of the Covenant of the
League of Nations, the British Government invited repre-
sentatives of the Public Health Services of France, Great
Britain, and the United States of America, of the Office
International d'Hygiene Publique, and of the League of Eed
Cross Societies, to confer informally concerning international
health matters. This meeting was held in London from July
27 to 30, 1919. At this gathering it was strongly emphasised
that while it was necessary to form an active body within the
League of Nations, the main work of this organisation should
be to co-ordinate the work of the already existing health
organisations, to combine the existing Office International
d'Hygiene Publique with the new body, and to co-operate
closely with the League of Eed Cross Societies in its work.

On February 13, 1920, the League of Nations Council
passed a resolution inviting these health experts who had
already assembled informally to meet again, with the addition
of a number of other experts and with an official of the League
of Nations as secretary. This assembly was requested to
prepare for submission to the League of Nations Council
proposals for the constitution of a permanent international
health organisation to form part of the machinery of the
League of Nations. This Conference, comprising representa-
tives of France, Great Britain, Italy, Japan, and the United
States, the League of Eed Cross Societies, the Office Inter-